
Abstract

In psychology, deception is commonly used to increase experimental control. Yet, its use has provoked
concerns that it raises participants' suspicions, prompts second-guessing of experimenters' true
intentions, and ultimately distorts behavior and endangers the control it is meant to achieve. Over time,
these concerns regarding the methodological costs of the use of deception have been subjected to
empirical analysis. We review the evidence stemming from these studies.
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